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Title: Ensure effective implementation of the Landing Obligation (LO) as required by 

Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) 

Submitted by: 
WWF Poland 

Description of measure 
Landing obligation required by CFP (Article 15) aims to end wasteful discard practice in European seas. In 

the Baltic Sea LO is in place as of 2015, covering commercially exploited fish stocks which are subject to 

EU catch limits. Nevertheless a so called “discard ban” is not yet implemented in a sufficient way. 

European Commission in its report from 2019: COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL on the State of Play of the Common Fisheries Policy and 

Consultation on the Fishing Opportunities for 2020 recognises that compliance with the LO in the EU 

remains poor. 

Discarding practice which still occurs in the Baltic Sea (see references below) causes additional fishing 

mortality and thus contributes to the poor state of Baltic fish stocks. 

What is needed to successfully implement landing obligation is among others: 

a) adequate monitoring, control and enforcement to ensure compliance with LO 

b) testing and development of new fishing gears, techniques and methods to minimize and avoid 

discards (and by-catch) 

c) address landing obligation properly when setting Total Allowable Catches (TACs) by taking into 

account additional fishing mortality related to discards when setting TACs 

 

While most of these measures are under responsibilities of EU Fisheries Council (or of both together: EU 

Fisheries Council and European Parliament), it is essential that BSAP also recognizes the importance of 

and the need of full implementation of the landing obligation in order to secure healthy Baltic fish stocks. 

Activity:  
Fish and shellfish harvesting (bottom-touching towed gears, professional, recreational) 

Fish and shellfish harvesting (pelagic towed gears, stationary gears, professional, recreational)  

Pressure: 
Extraction of target fish and shellfish species and incidental fish catches 

State: 
Fish 

Extent of impact: 
Opportunity to involve different stakeholders from the Baltic Sea: fishers, scientists, ministerial officials, 

NGOs in work to develop new fishing gears, techniques and methods to minimize and avoid discards as 

well as to exchange and share knowledge on this topic 

2) Opportunity to develop a joint “tool kit” on this topic which could be helpful and adapted in other sea 

basins 

Effectiveness of measure 
1) Information regarding available methods and techniques which work in the Baltic Sea to successfully 

avoid or minimize by catch of fish (discards). 

2) Analysis of which techniques and methods can be implemented under current fisheries law (without 

the need to change the law ie. without the need of changing the current technical measures) 

Cost, cost-effectiveness of measure: 



 

Costs could be covered using funds from European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF). 

Feasibility: 
Initial mapping activities were held during various ALDFG initiatives, including the MARELITT Baltic 

project, thus the generated knowledge base, lessons learned and recommendations should make further 

work on this measure more efficient.   

Follow-up of measure: 
1. Collecting information about new fishing gears, techniques and methods to minimize and avoid 

discards (and by-catch), being used by fishers. 

2. Collecting information about the impact of the developed new fishing gears, techniques and methods 

to minimize and avoid by-catch of fish on discarding practice (on the level of discards).. 

Background material: 

1) COMMUNICATION FROM THE COMMISSION TO THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND THE COUNCIL on 

the State of Play of the Common Fisheries Policy and Consultation on the Fishing Opportunities for 2020 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52019DC0274&from=EN 

2) Fitzpatrick & Nielsen (2019) - DISCARDLESS: Fourth policy brief on guidelines for the 

implementation of the discard policy in European regions. http://www.discardless.eu/deliverables/ 
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